So              SIXTH MIDLOTHIAN SPEECH.

ing under those current agreements, just as when there came
a tremendous fall a few years ago in the price of iron, those
who had undertaken to make and deliver at certain rates were
liable to suffer grievously from the change that took place in
the currency of the contract. But what I think is this, that
it would be impertinent in me to attempt to instruct practical
agriculturists upon the mode in which they are to transact
their "business. I do not attempt, nor have I time, to enter
vary fully, very largely, upon the question; but I referred
to principles, and I entered upon some suggestions which*
appeared to me to be matter of great interest. Among these
are the two questions here named. They do not embrace the
whole subject; they embrace for most of you a very limited
portion of the subject; but still they are important questions,
and they are most important questions in some parts of the
United Kingdom. The question whether it is desirable to give
facilities as far as they can be given for the gradual formation
of a small proprietary is a question of extreme interest. Many
pcjoplo say that small proprietors are very wasteful and incom-
petent proprietors. They deliver, I think, very rash and hasty
judgment upon very large questions. In Ireland, I have not
the least hesitation in saying it is most desirable to encourage
thci formation, of a small proprietary. In England and in
Scotland 1 do not see evidence of a general or extensive desire
of Uio pcjoplo to become small proprietors. I see great evidence
in both those countries of the desire of the people to become
propriotoTH if they can, or virtual proprietors as feuars of their
own houses, but that is a different matter. To become small
proprietors as cultivators of land is another matter, and I do
not RCO that they have a groat dc,sire for it. In Ireland, I
look upon it an a very important question. How far it can
be extended I cannot nay, 1 cannot undertake to say; but I
bolievo that in Ireland there is au opening. I believe much
requiroH still to be done for the improvement of the condition
of the people of that portion of the United Kingdom; and I